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About the August Picnic
Saturday, August 8, 2015

1-5 p.m.

Our Pot Luck Picnic will be at the home of Allan and 
Michelle Kaas.  Please check your email for the address, 
phone number and map.  You can also consult your 
membership roster or email us for the information.

We will gather a 1 p.m. and start eating around 2 or 3 
p.m.  Al will grill chicken, burgers and hot dogs.  If you 
arrive before we start eating, you can bring anything you'd 
like to share:  hors d'oeuvres, side dishes, beverages, 
desserts.  Soft drinks and water will be provided.  You're 
welcome to bring your own beer or wine.

If you arrive AFTER we start eating, please bring a 
dessert.

It would be nice if some of you would bring extra folding 
chairs.

Bring any orchids that you want to sell, trade or give 
away.  We will not have the traditional meeting Display 
Table or Raffle.

Al and Shelley have two greenhouses, and a shade house 
area for their orchids.  They also have the most amazing 
garden full of award winning Dahlias.  It's a dazzling 

display!  

This will be a fun afternoon of relaxing, getting to know 
each other, eating and blooming beauty.  We hope to see 
everyone there.

Shelley with dahlias A stunning bloom



2015 Gary Baker Service Award 

recipient Michael Cory 

with George Grantham.

Shopping on Amazon?  Use this link to Earn $$ for NWOS

If you go to http://smile.amazon.com and sign in to your account, you’ll be given 

information about supporting various non-profits.  You can type in “Northwest Orchid 

Society” and it will then send .5% of your purchase price to the organization.  

It's really easy, but you have to remember to go in through the ‘smile’ subdomain when 

you place the order, otherwise it will go through as a regular order.

Gary Baker Service Award:

Thanks and Congratulations to Michael Cory

At the June meeting, the Gary Baker Service Award was 

presented to Michael Cory by 2nd Vice President George 

Grantham.  Mike is a long-time member who has volunteered 

and worked toward the benefit of our society for many 

years.  He has served on the Board and hosts the Board 

meetings.  He is currently our Secretary and serves as 

Membership Chair.  Mike works hard helping set up and take 

down our orchid shows as well as volunteering for many 

shifts during those shows.  He also helps in the 

communication between NWOS and the Conservatory at 

Volunteer Park as well as the U.W. Botany Greenhouse.  He 

attends most meetings and events where he's made many 

other contributions.  Whenever our society needs help, Mike 

is there to lend a hand.  Thanks Mike, and congratulations on 

your award.

Mike's award is announced to a round of applause.

Be a part of our Show Committee 

With our show coming up in November, we're calling on all members to help make sure we 

have a great show.  We've got lots of opportunities depending on your skillset.  Do you 

have an artistic side?  Or are you a good organizer?  Or maybe you like talking to people.  If 

so we need your help planning and creating the show.  It's a great way to get to know your 

fellow members and to learn more about orchids.  First timers are especially welcome!

Join us by contacting Harvey Brenneise.

Membership Renewal Reminder

The NWOS fiscal year is July 1 through June 30 so unless you joined recently, it's time to 
renew.  Click HERE to pay by PayPal on our Membership page.  You can also pay at the 
September meeting by check, cash, or debit/credit card.  You can mail a check (payable to 
NWOS) to PO Box 51021, Seattle, WA 98115-1021.  New members should complete the 
Membership Form. 



Dues are $25 for one person or $30 for two people at the same address.  Members who 
joined at or after the Flower & Garden Show in February are paid through June 2016. Dues 
are kept low to encourage membership but they cover only a small portion of the society's 
expenses. 

Please contact Mike Cory for questions about your dues.

News from the American Orchid Society

The August digital magazine is available.

The August 2015 print magazine mailed on 7/24.  If you haven't received it, it's on the way. 
The digital version is available on the website. Click the thumbnail cover of the August issue 
on the website homepage and then click that same thumbnail on the page of instructions 
that opens. This launches the Brightcopy reader. 

In August there will be two webinars.  Spread the word among your friends.

(hint – go to www.aos.org  and click on the upper Webinar tab for more information about 

future and available previously recorded webinars)

GREENHOUSE CHAT WITH RON MCHATTON – August 6, 8:30 – 9:30 p.m. EDT.  Join 

AOS judge, Director of Education, and consummate scientist Ron McHatton for the latest 

and most practical information about your culture problems.   Listen to Ron’s responses to 

questions from members who have the same problems that you do and if time permits, 

submit your own questions for his expert advice. FREE TO ALL. To register, go to 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2216481668600180737

CATASETUMS- A SPANISH LANGUAGE WEBINAR- presented by AOS judge and 

Catasetum master Fred Clarke on Tuesday, August 18 from 8:30 – 9:30 p.m. EDT.  

MEMBERS ONLY.

Catasetums: En español. 18 de agosto de 2015 8:30 PM EDT.  Fred Clarke on Aug 18, 

2015 8:30 PM EDT.  SOLO PARA MIEMBROS.  Para registro favor de clicar  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5334849476452355073.

ORCHID CLASSES FREE TO ALL, AVAILABLE ONLINE AT YOUR 
CONVENIENCE

Would you like to have a free series of classes on orchids, taught by national experts on 

each topic? Do you want to grow better, understand more, and flower every plant? Would 

you like to watch the classes online, when you want and where you want? And how about 

being able to pick the topics that you are really interested in? You can do it all!! Go to the 

AOS website, click on the Webinars tab, and register for any or all of these FREE pre-

recorded webinars:

• Introduction: Orchids and Their Culture -Greg Allikas

• Orchids Plus: AOS’ Digital Orchid Awards Program -Greg Filter

• Greenhouse Chat, July -Ron McHatton

• Greenhouse Chat, August -Ron McHatton

• It's All About the Roots -John Salventi

• Visiting a Rainbow: A Slice of Life from the Reed- Stemmed 

Epidendrums -Cheryl Erins

• Greenhouse Chat, February -Ron McHatton



Mike Foster

• Demystifying AOS Judging -Harry Gallis

Please enjoy these classes, which are free to everyone.  There are nine more pre-recorded 

webinars available only to AOS members online at the AOS website at any time.

Report from the June Meeting

Outgoing President Mike Foster conducted our meeting.  

Mike Pearson discussed our participation at the upcoming 

Washington State Fair in Puyallup in early September.  He 

also reminded us to use the SmileAmazon link when 

purchasing online.  Mike Cory reminded us that this is the 

end of our fiscal year and it's time to renew our 

memberships.  He also asked for and got a 10 person work 

party to help divide and repot orchids at the U.W. Botany 

Greenhouse.

George Grantham gave a history of the Gary Baker Service 

Award and announced this year's recipient:  Mike Cory (see 

article above).

Mike Foster announced a new venue for our summer picnic 

on August 8th: the home of Al and Shelley Kaas.  He 

introduced the new slate of Officers and Board Members and thanked those that served this 

past year.  He then passed the gavel to newly-elected president Abigail Chang.

Photos courtesy Diane Drisch.

Pot luck line starts People certainly brought their best recipes

Oh wow! How do I pick? A lovely meal was enjoyed by all 



Part of the fun is having time to visit with everyone Mike hands over the 

Presidential gavel to Abby

Abby reviews the plant table
Dendrobium convolutum, 

Mike Pearson & Abigail Chang

Dendrobium limpidum, 

Diane Drisch

Den. Aussie Parade x Hilda Paxon, 

Joff Morgan

Dendrobium normanbyense 

(atroviolaceum pygmy), 

Mary Margaret Cromarty



Paph. callosum var. thailandese, 

Mike Pearson & Abigail Chang

Paph. Vanda M. Pearman (bellatulum 

'Monte Vista' HCC/AOS x delenatii), 

Kathy Murray

Phragmipedium (poss. nitidissimum), 

Mike Pearson & Abigail Chang

Mary Margaret Cromarty's 

orchid display

Masdevallia caesis with seed pod, 

Mary Margaret Cromarty

Masdevallia veitchiana 

('Gary Baker' x 'Blaze'), 

Mary Margaret Cromarty

Scaphosepalum beluosum, 

Allan Kaas

Trigonidium species mini, 

Allan Kaas

Haraella odorata, 

Diane Drisch



Stelis microchila, Mary Margaret Cromarty Stelis argentata 'Red', Kathy Murray

Phalaenopsis display by Erika Dyer Phalaenopsis, Erika Dyer

Phalaenopsis, Erika Dyer Phalaenopsis, Erika Dyer



Phalaenopsis, Erika Dyer Renanthera citrina, Allan Kaas

Vanda Northaburi 'Kauai', Allan Kaas Vanda Northaburi 'Kuai' closeup



Bulbophyllum echinolabium, Allan Kaas Bulbophyllum echinolabium closeup

We had a MEGA raffle table to cut down on the number of 

plants our faithful raffle plant caretakers would have to 

hold over summer.  It seemed like everyone went home 

with something new from this super raffle table. 

Our plant table isn't the only place to see orchids.  Check 

out this Epipactis 'Sabine' that was blooming just outside 

the meeting room door in the garden.  It's a terrestrial 

clumping orchid that grows in dappled sunlight and rich 

moist soil.  It's a vigorous hybrid between Epipactis 

gigantea and E. palustris that's hardy to Zone 5.  



Transitional Board Meeting

Both newly elected and retiring board 

members met on July 7th to discuss society 

business at our annual transitional meeting 

hosted by the Granthams.  We enjoyed 

George and Cylvia's delicious cuisine in the 

garden as one of the perks of serving on the 

NWOS Board.

Photos courtesy Cylvia Grantham and Diane Drisch.

Schedule of Upcoming Events

August 8, 2015 - NWOS Picnic - Hosted by Allan and Michelle Kaas.  Check your email for 

details.

August 15, 2015 - AOS Judging Center, monthly judging, 12:30 pm, Douglas Classroom

September 11 - 27, 2015 - Orchid Exhibits at the Washington State Fair, Puyallup, WA

September 14, 2015 - NWOS meeting

September 19, 2015 - AOS Judging Center, monthly judging, 12:30 pm, Douglas 
Classroom

October 12, 2015 - NWOS meeting

Nov. 6-8, 2015 - AOS Judged Orchid Show and Sale at Swanson's Nursery

Nov. 9, 2015 - NWOS meeting

Dec. 14, 2015 - Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner and Plant giveaway for each member 
who's dues are paid in full.  We will also have two trophies to award:  The Schoenfeld 
Trophy as well as the Rebecca Northen Miniature Orchid Trophy

Jan. 11, 2016 - NWOS meeting

Feb. 8, 2016 - NWOS meeting

Feb. 17 - 21, 2016 - Northwest Flower & Garden Show

March 14, 2016 - NWOS Meeting - Annual Orchid Auction

March 21, 2016 - Hands ON Orchid Potting Clinic - Meet in the Lower Douglas Classroom

April 11, 2016 - NWOS meeting

May 9, 2016 - NWOS meeting

June 13, 2016 - NWOS meeting, Pot Luck Dinner and Gary Baker Service Award



Reminder for Officers & Board Members

The schedule of Board Meetings for the next fiscal year is: 9/8/15, 11/3/15, 1/5/16, 3/8/16, 

5/3/16.  Meet at 7 p.m. at Mike Cory's house unless notified that it's been moved 

elsewhere.

Special Announcements

No special announcements this month.


