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About the August Picnic

Saturday, August 12, 2017

1-4 p.m.

Our picnic will be at the home of Peter and Kelly

Maunsell. Please check your email for the address,

phone number and map. You can also consult your

membership roster or email us for the

information.

We will gather at 1 p.m. and start eating around 2

or 3 p.m. Peter will be treating us to his delicious BBQ chicken again. If you arrive before

we start eating, you can bring anything you'd like: hors d'oeuvres, side dishes, beverages,

desserts. You're welcome to bring your own beer or wine.

If you arrive AFTER we start eating, please bring a dessert.

There is a pool and a hot tub that we all may use. Bring your own bathing suit and towel.

It would also be nice if some of you would bring extra folding chairs.

Bring any orchids that you want to sell, trade or give away. We will NOT have the

traditional meeting Display Table or Raffle.

Besides a great BBQ and potluck dinner, we will have plenty of time to visit with each other

and share orchid stories. It'll be a fun afternoon of relaxing, eating and orchids. We hope

to see everyone there.

Start Pre-ordering Now

Our October 9th speaker will be Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn, Bloomington Illinois. He is a

premiere grower of Paphs, Phrags and other orchids.

Sam will offer a 10% discount for any pre-orders received by the deadline of September

30th. There is No discount for any NET price item or divisions. Members can order from the

lists on the website and email their order directly to Sam.

The great news is if we order at least $500 of plants Sam will waive his speaker fee. Check

out his website at www.orchidinnusa.com



click the map above for a PDF

map of the Fair. Enter at the

Service Gate

(bottom center yellow box)

Evergreen State Fair, Monroe

The Evergreen State Fair in Monroe has invited the society to put up an informational table

in the Floriculture building. The fair runs from August 24 to Sept. 4th. The day and time for

our table may still be negotiable. They would like informational pamphlets or handouts, and

some plants to show. Anyone interested in assembling a nice display, please contact Mike

Pearson.

Washington State Fair, Puyallup
Sept. 1-24, 2017 (Closed Tuesdays & Wed. Sept 6)

This is a good opportunity for reaching out to new members, and for promoting our fall

show.

Helping out at the display: There will be a schedule for those who are willing to sit at the
booth and provide information to passersby. Details TBD, as the Tacoma Orchid Society
has the lead. But we should have a list of interested members, so they can be notified
directly when the information becomes available.

It's also a great venue for showing off your summer blooms in the Fair's air conditioned

'Greenhouse' display area. It's locked and the staff mist the plants daily.

There are Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place in many different orchid classes. There are

also 2 Best of Show prizes: one for Culture, and one for Bloom! You may enter the same

plants in both shows, but you must fill in 2 entry forms.

First Show: drop off plants Aug 31-Sept 2, from 6:00am-8:45am.
Judging is on Sept. 2nd.
Second Show: drop off plants Sept 15-16, 6:00am-8:45am,
Judging is on Sept 16.

To participate, fill out your Entries online. Click here for full details
on registering and getting your plants to the Fair. Go to page 19
for details about the orchid show.

Mike and Abigail have volunteered to take plants down on the 2nd,
but may not be able to help on the 16th. If possible, we would like
a volunteer to help pick up plants on Monday, Sept 25th (Fair
closes on the 24th).

Mike Pearson, amphoto@blarg.net

Updates from the Transitional Board Meeting

George and Cylvia Grantham hosted the meeting of outgoing and incoming Officers and

Board members on July 11th. There were three open Board positions for the 2017-2019

term. Nancy Wright, Barb Roberts and Joff Morgan were nominated, seconded and voted

in. Joe Grienauer is our new Library contact person. Thanks Jake, for your service this past

year. Photos courtesy Cylvia Grantham.



Membership Renewal Reminder

The NWOS fiscal year is July 1 through June 30 so unless you joined recently, it's time to
renew. Click HERE to pay by PayPal on our Membership page. You can also pay at most
meetings by cash, check, or debit/credit card. You can mail (payable to NWOS) to PO Box
51021, Seattle, WA 98115-1021. New members should complete the Membership Form.

Dues are $25 for one person or $30 for two people at the same address. Members who
joined at or after the Flower & Garden Show in February are paid through June 2017. Dues
are kept low to encourage membership but they cover only a small portion of the society's
expenses.

Please contact Mike Cory for questions about your dues.

News from the American Orchid Society

JULY FIREWORKS
By Thomas Mirenda, Originally published in Orchids Magazine –

July 2006

Family Gatherings and Grilling Bring Together the Holiday Spirit

SUMMER FUN REACHES ITS PEAK in July, with the hot

weather finally arriving and sunscreen flying off the shelves. For

kids, it just doesn't get any better than July — barbeques, cooling off in the sprinkler or

pool by day and backyard fireworks displays by night. Occasionally, there will be the

unusual child who gravitates away from all the hullaballoo in the backyard and finds that

shady spot where orchids are growing. With bursts of Epidendrum and brassia flowers and

huge cornet like scapes of glowing encyclia and myrmecophila blossoms reaching skyward,

many a budding interest in orchids has been ignited by the fascinating array of plants in

bloom this month. Keep an eye out for those young ones who see the miracles of nature as

more than rivals for the glitzy fireworks, but as the true marvels they are. Take the time to

nurture and perhaps share a plant or two with a youthful relative or neighborhood nature

child.

HEAT With temperatures often rising into the 90s, many orchid plants are stressed. Large

and tender new growths generated this past spring are maturing and hardening off but are

still susceptible to sunburn, heat stress and fungal infections. Therefore, the bulk of our

activities this month are related to minimizing the effects of heat on our plants.

READ ABOUT PLANTS Many orchids, particularly those from seasonally dry forests, such

as encyclias, myrmecophilas and brassavolas, seem to do well in the summer heat. Even

the many deciduous Dendrobium species and hybrids that require cool winter temperatures

are growing rampantly now. Their adaptations of extreme succulence and large

pseudobulbs give them the ability to withstand heat and dryness better than orchids from

more seasonally uniform habitats like montane tropical rainforests, such as miltonias, many

paphiopedilums, pleurothallids and even phalaenopsis. These orchids tend to have smaller

pseudobulbs, or none, and have less succulent foliage. For these plants, shade and

hydration during the summer heat is a real necessity.

COOLING PLANS Basically, there are three strategies for cooling off your plants: shading,

misting and air flow. All of these strategies either separately or combined can ease the

stresses of summer heat on orchids significantly. But taken to excess, these heat defenses

can do more harm than good.

Shading Most of our orchids benefit from some shading during the hottest months, but

many also need bright light to grow strongly and store enough nutrients to bloom once

their new growths have matured. Cattleyas, cymbidiums, standard dendrobiums and

vandas will languish with weak and spindly new growths if kept constantly in deep shade.

For such plants, misting and air flow are better strategies for cooling. For phalaenopsis and

most pleurothallids, deeper shade gives better results.



Misting Many high-light orchids, notably vandas and cymbidiums, benefit from a fine

cooling mist at the height of the day's temperatures. Feel your orchid's leaves on a hot day.

If they are hot to the touch, they have shut down and are in danger of burning. Just a quick

wetting down with a light mist is often enough to cool the leaves down. Cymbidiums in

particular seem to grow better when cooled in this way. Automatic misting systems are

available for both outdoor and greenhouse growers. Still, beware of wetting down leaves in

full sun, as the water can overheat or act like a lens. This usually happens only under glass

or on window sills where the air flow is poor. The other danger with misting is waterlogging

your plants. Don't mist so much that your plants never dry between waterings. Also,

remember that water sitting in the new growths of your phalaenopsis plants at night is a

sure recipe for the dreaded crown rot.

Air Flow Perhaps the most important and overlooked aspect of cooling is air movement. A

beam of light hitting a thermometer will make it register much higher than the actual

ambient temperature. The same is true of leaves. If light hits the same portion of a leaf on

a hot day with no breeze to cool it, it will overheat and burn quickly. But if a light moist

breeze is caressing your plants, it will dissipate this heat. This can also be done to excess,

for example, if the air movement is too strong, it can prevent plants from taking in carbon

dioxide, or cause desiccation.

MICROCLIMATES Put maximum/minimum thermometers and monitor the light and air

flow in various spots of your growing areas. You’ll be surprised at how much they can vary.

You might find, for example, that the sunny south side of your greenhouse near the

exhaust fan is a prime spot for dendrobiums. Or the cool, breezy spot under the beech tree

is ideal for the miltoniopsis. There is a copper beech tree near our facility here in

Washington, DC., where legend has it that Abraham Lincoln used to like to sit and write

because it was 10 degrees cooler under that tree than anywhere else in the infamously

torrid DC summer. There may be spots like that in your own back yard. Seek them out.

Those are great spots to summer your orchids.

FERTILIZING Even though your plants have been growing so well these last few months,

beware of fertilizing on hot days. When plants overheat, they shut down metabolism and

basically stop growing. If their medium and roots are imbued with plentiful, but unused,

fertilizer, it can sour your mix and burn your roots. Take the time to leach your plants of

excess fertilizer salts, and use plant foods sparingly (if at all) during excessively hot

weather.

— Thomas Mirenda is the orchid collection specialist at the Smithsonian Institution and an

AOS judge. 3000 Cedar Lane, Fairfax, Virginia 22031.

UPCOMING WEBINARS

Cypripedium caceolus var. pubescens 'San Diego'
AM/AOS; Photographer: Unknown

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT Everyone invited

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science
Officer, who will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted
by attendees. Please send your questions to stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, August 6th.

Register now using this link:
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7707356990214464771



Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the webinar.

Town Hall Meeting with George Hatfield, AOS President. Monday, August 14, 2017
at 8:30 PM EDT – Join the Town Hall Meeting with George Hatfield, AOS President, and find
out the exciting things happening with the AOS. Send questions and comments to
stillisch@cox.net by August 10th. Click here to register. Open to everyone.

Inheritance and Genetics in Orchids
Thursday, August 17, 2017 at 8:30 PM EDT – Join us for an American Orchid Society
judging webinar with Rob Griesbach, AOS Accredited Judge from the National Capital
Judging Center. Click here to register. Members only.

Judging Orchid Exhibits
Thursday, September 7th, 2017 at 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT
Please join David Janvrin, AOS Accredited Judge from the Atlanta Judging Center, as he
takes us through the steps of AOS exhibit judging. Learn the do's and don'ts of what
constitutes a perfect orchid exhibit. Click here to register.

And in September, mark your calendars for Thursday September 14th - another orchid
Q&A with Ron McHatton

WHAT ARE WEBINARS? Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the
speaker and view his presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other
members of the audience. You can join either on your computer or by phone. You can join
from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. Audio is included, so
attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a
microphone for your computer to use VoIP.

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE? The live webinars will be recorded and
posted on the AOS website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at
your convenience.

THE JULY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful
pictures on:
•Genus of the Month - A Baker's Dozen Cattleyas
•Orchids Illustrated – Orchis anthropophora
•For the Novice - Growing Cattleyas, Part 2
•Masdevallia veitchiana



Speaker Ryo Okubo

•Restrepia
•Dendrobium spectabile Hybrids

Dendrobium Adora Nishii 'Surprise' AM/AOS;
Photographer: Jim Tear

Phalaenopsis Lamb's Passion 'Springwater' AM/AOS;

Photographer: Chad Brinkerhuff

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!
16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids. See fabulous
pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the AOS! Visit
the new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning
photographs! Click on the thumbnails to see them in larger format. Free to members and
nonmembers.

Let’s grow together,
Denise Lucero, Vice-Chair, American Orchid Society Membership and Affiliated Societies

Report from the June Meeting

Abigail Chang opened our meeting with welcomes to

members, guests and visitors. We enjoyed a delicious pot

luck dinner. During dinner Abigail conducted our Annual

Meeting. She presented reports from our officers and

committees reviewing our past year and current status.

Joe Grienauer announced his Open Greenhouse event

scheduled for the last weekend in July. Mike Foster took

final orders for our group buy of orchid bark.

There are several proposed Bylaws changes which were

presented last month. However, we didn't have 50

members present to pass the changes at the June meeting.

Abigail introduced our speaker, Ryo Okubo. Ryo had received a NWOS scholarship award to

conduct research into orchid pollination by mosquitoes. It was a very well-presented talk .

Ryo fascinated us with information about whether the mosquito had the correct morphology

to pollinate the orchid and factors affecting the timing of mosquito emergence and orchid

blooming. It turns out that female mosquitoes require a blood meal and some nectar, but

males go for nectar only and do the majority of pollination.

After a break, George Grantham presented one of the highlights of every June meeting: the

winner of the Gary Baker Service Award. This year's award went to Andy Wright who is

always friendly and generous with his knowledge of orchids. He often reviews the plant

table, providing an interesting and lively discussion of each group of plants, which is of high

value to the members, and they love it. He brings plants to meetings and shows and has

given great support and work to our society over the years. Unfortunately Andy was not

present to receive his Trophy and standing ovation.

Mike Pearson announced a new Award: the AOS Certificate of Appreciation for

Outstanding Service & Commitment to the NWOS. Two of these certificates were presented

for the special work done for the NW Flower & Garden Show, one to Allan Kaas and the

other to Joe Grienauer.



Abigail then read an amazing list of accolades in support of awarding the Orchid Digest

Diamond Award of Excellence to Joff Morgan. He has been a very longtime member,

leader and supporter of the NWOS and has held many positions within the society, serving

on the Board, as an Officer and on many committees. Friendly and generous of his time,

he readily shares his wealth of knowledge with others. He's an active supporter and leader

for all of our shows, but especially the NWF&G show.

Congratulations, applause and standing ovations to our award winners.

Abby then thanked the outgoing Officers and Board Members for their service and

announced the names of the incoming members.

We all had a chance to check out the plant table during breaks. There was no formal

review.

Photos courtesy Diane Drisch.

Group enjoys pot luck part of our plant table

Speaker Ryo Okubo Rapt audience

George Grantham announces this year's Gary Baker Service Award goes to Andy Wright



Allan receives his award from Mike P AOS Certificate of Appreciation awarded

to Al Kaas and Joe Grienauer

Abigail presents Joff Morgan the Orchid Digest Diamond Award of Excellence

Phal. YoungHome Princess, Barb Roberts Phalaenopsis mannii, George Krasle

Dtps. Chingruey's Goldstaff, Barb Roberts Phal. NoID, Barb Roberts



Maxillaria crassifolia,

Mike Foster & Donna Pierce

Miltonia Memoria Debbie G,

Mike Foster & Donna Pierce

Iwanagaara (Jackfowlieara)

Appleblossom 'NN',

Diane Drisch

Iwanagaara (Jackfowlieara)

Appleblossom 'Fantasy',

Diane Drisch

Epicat. Rene Marques

'Flame Thrower' HCC/AOS,

George Krasle

Laelia tenebrosa

'Rainforest' FCC/AOS x self,

Thuan V Nguyen

Odontioda hybrid,

George Krasle

Blc. Toshie's Magic 'Doris',

Barb Roberts



Cattleya aciandiae,

George Krasle

Prosthechea cochleata 'H&R'

x cochleata 'Spy Hill',

Rohm Gustafson

Prosthechea 'Green

Hornet' (Prosthechea cochleata x

trulla),

George Krasle

Dendrobium Little Green Apples,

Alba Dennis

Den. antennatum x sib,

Allan Kaas

Sarcoglottis sceptrodes,

Mike Foster & Donna Pierce

Stelis ciliaris,

George & Cylvia Grantham

Dendrochilum cobbianum,

Rhom Gustafson

Masdevallia Redwing

'Lunar Eclipse', Allan Kaas

Scaphosepalum breve,

Allan Kaas

Dendrobium nobile 'India',

Thuan V Nguyen



Bulbophyllum levanae,

Steve Dorsey

Bulbophyllum affakianum 'alba',

Allan Kaas

Bulbophyllum echinolabium,

Allan Kaas

Phrag. urgandiae,

Steve Dorsey

Phrag. Fireworks

(Grande x pearcei),

Mike Foster & Donna

Pierce

Paph.

(poss. St. Swithins),

Allan Kaas

Paph. Berenice Album

(philippinense album 'Jeannie's

Delight' AM/AOS

x lowii album 'Albino

Beauty' CHM/AOS,

Allan Kaas

Paph. Memoria Jim Asher

(Judge Pinocchio x henryanum),

Mike Foster & Donna Pierce

Paph. Saigon Pearl

'Varigated Leaf',

Thuan V Nguyen

Paph. tonsum,

Mike Foster & Donna Pierce



Albuca shawii, George Krasle

showed this non-orchid bulbous

plant from So. Africa

Thanks to Al Mysiewicz for pointing out this Bletilla growing

just outside our meeting in the CUH garden. It's a good

reminder to come early and check out the beautiful plantings.

Schedule of Upcoming Events

August 12, 2017 - NWOS Annual Pot Luck Picnic - Details will be emailed to all NWOS
Members in good standing.

Sept. 11, 2017 - NWOS meeting - Speaker: Alexey Tretyakov, "Orchid Nutritional
Requirements"

October 9, 2017 - NWOS meeting - Speaker: Sam Tsui, "Growing the group
Brachypetalum"

November 13, 2017 - NWOS meeting - Speaker: Eve Rickenbaker, "UW Hyde
Herbarium"

December 11, 2017 - NWOS meeting - Potluck dinner, Christmas Plant giveaway,
Schoenfeld and Northen Trophy contests

Reminder for Officers & Board Members

The schedule of Board Meetings for this fiscal year is: 9/5/17, 11/7/17, 1/2/18, 3/6/18,
5/8/18. Meet at 7 p.m. at Mike & Sheila Cory's house unless notified that it's been moved
elsewhere.

Shopping on Amazon? Use this link to Earn $$ for NWOS

If you go to http://smile.amazon.com and sign in to your account, you'll be given
information about supporting various non-profits. You can type in "Northwest Orchid
Society" and it will then send .5% of your purchase price to the organization.

It's really easy, but you have to remember to go in through the 'smile' subdomain when
you place the order, otherwise it will go through as a regular order.

Special Announcements

No special announcements this month.


